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During the struggle against the King, Sverdrup had produced
a program of democratic reforms: extension of the suffrage, estab-
lishment of jury trial, reorganization of the army, and develop-
ment of education (1882). On these reforms the Left was in
harmony, but the understanding was broken tip on a question of
Church policy. Sverdrnp, influenced by his nephew John, an
Orthodox pastor, caused the rejection of the pension proposed
for the writer, Kielland, because the latter had- expressed anti-
Christian views (1885). Sverdrup proposed a bill on parish
councils (1886) which gave the councils the right to strike from
the voting list the name of anyone who should have broken away
from the Church or who led an immoral life. (In Norway the
parish is identical with the civil commune; this bill would give
the Orthodox believers a discretionary powcr'over the elections.)
The democratic party broke into two parts; the Old Left, sup-
porting Sverdrup, and the New I-eft, under Rjornson, attacking
him (1886).*

The two groups continued to vote together on the electoral
law (1884), introduction of jury trial, and the reorganization of
the army as a militia (1887). But the New Left demanded the
dismissal of John Sverdrup and defeated the parish law in the
Storthing (84 against i). Sverdrup, though put in a minority,
refused to resign, invoking the anti-parliamentary theory which
he had been fighting all his life. Then, to maintain his position,
he joined the Right, which enabled him to defeat a vote of want
of confidence by6i votes (of which 30 were Conservative) against
51 (1888). He even spoke of the necessity of winning the confi-
dence of " the master of the ministry " (the King). TThe mass of
the democrats followed the New Left. The delegates from the
democratic clubs, who met at Drontheim in July, 1887, adopted as
their platform universal suffrage, the parliamentary system (that
is, the resignation of a defeated ministry), and the establishment
of special consuls for Norway. By this last article the New Left
appealed to patriotism against the King of Sweden.

Henceforth there were three parties: Conservative, Ministerial
and Radical In the elections of 1889 the coalition of Minis-
terialists and Conservatives retained their majority: 22 Minis*,
terialists, 54 Conservatives, 38 Radicals, But the Ministerial1
party was too far reduced to maintain its foothold. The Con-
servatives, who were now the largest party relatively, defeated

* B}5mson's adversaries called it the "literary" or " European Left,"
because it introduced foreign ideas into Norway.